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my own relationship with victor 
hugo and notre-dame, started 
when i was a kid, thanks to 
reading comics… (thanks, mum!)
    A comic by Ernesto Priego. Images by respective authors. 
paris is sad, and 
so is the world. 
notre-dame, paris, 
Monday 15th April 2019.
the heart of the city of lights 
burned with destructive fire. 
the new york times reported 
the fire was first visible in 
this area of the cathedral.
within an hour, the flames 
consumed La flèche. the fire 
then spread over the roof.
then the fire consumed most of 
the wooden roof.  the work of  
french architect Eugène Viollet-
le-Duc (1814-1879) was no more. 
Victor Hugo 
wrote:  
“Tout est fondu, 
combiné, 
amalgamé dans 
Notre-Dame..
 une sorte de 
Chimère…”
Viollet-le-Duc conducted the 
renovation works of notre-dame 
from 1844 to 1864… 
notre-dame has stood on 
an island between the left 
and the right bank for 
almost a millennium. 
the morning after the fire, 
notre-dame still stood there. 
badly wounded, but still there. 
on page 73 of the 1865 edition 
of victor hugo’s notre-dame 
de paris, an uncredited artist 
visualised the cathedral like 
this…
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when i first saw notre-dame  in 
real life, i felt the melancholy 
evoked by gillon’s comic- the 
sense of awe, of past and 
future in front of us. 
 notre-dame.
i salute you, 
old friend…
